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(57) ABSTRACT

A biometric scanner having a sensor and an array of con-
ductive strands is disclosed. The sensor has at least one
sensor electrode, and that sensor electrode may be a capaci-
tance sensor, an electric field sensor, or an electrolumines-
cent sensor. The array may have an electrical insulating
material between adjacent ones of the conductive strands.
The array serves to protect the sensor, and conduct through
the array information about the electrical characteristics of a
biometric object.
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BIOMETRIC SCANNER HAVING A
PROTECTIVE CONDUCTIVE ARRAY

PRIORITY DATA

This patent document is a continuation of and claims
priority to co-pending and commonly assigned U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 13/760,801, titled “Biometric Scanner
Having a Protective Conductive Array”, by Schneider, et al.,
filed Feb. 6, 2013, which claims priority to U.S. Provisional
Patent Application No. 61/595,335, titled “Reliability of
Capacitance and Electric Field Fingerprint Sensors by Use
of'a Waveguide Array”, by Schneider, et al., filed on Feb. 6,
2012. The entire disclosures of U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 13/760,801 and U.S. Provisional Patent Application No.
61/595,335 are hereby incorporated by reference in their
entireties and for all purposes.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to biometric scanners that
sense electrical characteristics of the biometric object (such
as a finger) in order to obtain information about the biomet-
ric object.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Since the 1800’s biometric information has been collected
from human fingers and hands by means of ink and paper.
For the purposes of this document, the term fingerprint is
used to mean the skin surface friction ridge detail of a single
fingerprint, partial fingerprint or any portion of the skin
surface friction ridge of up to and including the entire hand
or foot. In recent years various electronic fingerprint scan-
ning systems have been developed utilizing optical, capaci-
tance, electric field, direct pressure, thermal, and acoustic
methods. Methods based upon acoustics, ultrasound, capaci-
tance, and electric field measurement have proven to be the
most accurate, because they are virtually immune to the
effects of grease, dirt, paint, ink and other substances that
may by present on the friction ridge skin.

For illustrating the invention, we will refer to the biomet-
ric object as a finger, but it should be understood that the
invention is not limited to fingers. When the biometric object
is a finger, the desired information may be the location of the
ridges and valleys of the fingerprint. Such location infor-
mation can be compared to a database of location informa-
tion in order to determine whether the fingerprint matches
fingerprint information stored in the database for identifica-
tion purposes. Or, the location information may be used to
create an image of the fingerprint.

Existing devices that utilize the electrical characteristics
of'a finger to produce information about a fingerprint include
fingerprint scanners that sense capacitance or an electric
field, including those that rely on dielectric material or
electroluminescent material.

Biometric scanners that use an electric field and/or capaci-
tance sensors to obtain information about a biometric sur-
face, such as a fingerprint, are referred to herein as EF/C
Biometric Scanners. Existing EF/C Biometric Scanners are
susceptible to damage caused by mechanical abrasion and
electrostatic discharge (“ESD”).

EF/C Biometric Scanners may offer an advantage in that
they may be able to provide improved imaging in cases
where there may be poor acoustic impedance matching
between the friction skin of the fingerprint and an ultrasound
scanner’s platen, such as may be encountered when the

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

friction skin is very dry. Capacitance and electric field
sensors are, however, prone to mechanical abuse and dam-
age, and they are especially susceptible to damage from
ESD.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention may be embodied as a biometric scanner
having a sensor and an array of conductive strands. The
sensor has at least one sensor electrode, and that sensor
electrode may be a capacitance sensor, an electric field
sensor, or an electroluminescent sensor. The array may have
an electrically insulating material between adjacent ones of
the conductive strands.

The array of conductive strands may be positioned to
protect the sensor from a user. For example, the array may
be positioned so that the sensor is covered by the array. The
array has a first primary surface and a second primary
surface. The first primary surface is positioned further from
the sensor than the second primary surface. In this arrange-
ment, each conductive strand has a longitudinal dimension
along which electricity is conducted between the first pri-
mary surface of the array and a second primary surface of
the array.

The sensor may have a plurality of sensor electrodes, and
in such an arrangement, the strands may be arranged to have
a pitch that is smaller than the pitch of the sensor electrodes.
For example, the pitch of the strands may be not greater than
half the pitch of the sensor electrodes.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a fuller understanding of the nature and objects of the
invention, reference should be made to the accompanying
drawings and the subsequent description. Briefly, the draw-
ings are:

FIG. 1, which is an exploded perspective view showing
components of an embodiment of the invention having an
array of conductive strands 1 and a sensor array 2.

FIG. 2, which is a side view of an embodiment of the
invention having a capacitance or electric field fingerprint
sensor 2 and a conductive strand array 1.

In the drawings, the reference numerals 1 through 10 and
12 point to certain aspects, as follows:

1 array of conductive strands (the “CS Array”)

2 sensor array

3 substrate

4 sensor circuit

5 sensor electrode (may be 1, 2 or more per pixel)

6 finger

7 strand core (conductive)

8 strand cladding (dielectric insulating)

9 sensor dielectric covering

10 first primary surface

12 second primary surface.

FURTHER DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The invention may be employed to simultaneously protect
a biometric scanner, such as a fingerprint scanner, from
mechanical abuse and ESD, while allowing for interactive
communication between the biometric scanner and a user.
For example, the invention may provide a means of isolating
the capacitance and/or electric field sensor through the use
of a CS Array.

In an embodiment of the invention, conductive strands are
placed between a sensor array and a user. In this manner, the
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user does not directly contact the sensor array, thereby
preventing mechanical abrasion of the sensor array while
allowing an electrical connection between the user and the
sensor array to occur. A plurality of the conductive strands
may be provided in the form of a CS Array.

The CS Array may be formed by placing an insulating
matrix between the strands so that anisotropic conduction
between a first primary surface and a second primary surface
of'the CS Array is the primary means of conduction through
the CS array. Each conductive strand has a longitudinal
dimension along which electricity is conducted between the
first primary surface and the second primary surface of the
CS array. For purposes of illustrating the invention, the first
primary surface of the CS Array is the surface where a
biometric object may be placed or very near to where a
biometric object may be placed, and the second primary
surface of the CS Array is further from the biometric object
and close to the sensors of the EF/C Biometric Scanner.

Ends of the conductive strands in the CS array may be
aligned with the sensors in the EF/C Biometric Scanner, and
this may be accomplished by using a CS Array in which the
strands center-to-center distance (i.e. “pitch”) is smaller than
that of the pitch of the sensors in the sensor array. In this
manner, there will be redundant electrical contact with
respect to each sensor between the user and the sensor array.

Having provided a general overview of the invention,
additional details will now be given.

FIG. 2 depicts an embodiment of the invention in which
a CS Array 1 is laminated to a capacitance sensor array 2. In
such an arrangement, the sensor array 2 is mechanically
isolated from the surface 10 where a user interacts (for
example, via the user’s finger 6) with the sensor array 2.
Electrical contact between objects on the surface 10 and the
electrodes 5 of the sensor array 2 is maintained via the CS
Array 1. In this manner, mechanical damage of the sensor
array 2 may be avoided and instead imposed on the surface
10 of the CS Array, while maintaining the functional utility
of the sensor array 2.

In the embodiment of the invention depicted in FIGS. 1
and 2, the sensor array 2 is a capacitance sensing array using
approximately two electrodes 5 per sensing circuit 4 and a
dielectric covering 9. The sensor array may be a TFT
(thin-film-transistor) type on a glass substrate 3. The CS
Array 1 may be in physical contact with the sensor array 2,
such that one or more conductive strand cores 7 is in contact
with the finger 6. As such, the CS Array 1 may be imple-
mented so as to cover the sensor electrodes 5. In this manner
a conductive connection between the finger 6 and the second
primary surface 12 of the CS Array 1 may be established,
and used by the sensor’s electrodes 5 in conjunction with the
sensor’s dielectric covering 9.

The pitch of the conductive strands 7 in the CS Array 1
may be selected to be less than the pitch of the sensor
electrodes 5. For example, when the pitch of the strands 7 is
not greater than half the pitch of the sensor circuit 4,
electrical alignment may be ensured to the sensor’s elec-
trodes 5, whether the sensor 5 utilizes two or more elec-
trodes per measurement circuit or just one. Each conductive
strand 7 may be surrounded longitudinally by a cladding
material 8. The cladding material 8 may be an electrical
insulator such as a glass or a plastic material. In this manner,
each conductive strand 7 is electrically insulated from others
of the strands 7, and this will minimize crosstalk between
strands 7 so as to provide each sensor electrode 5 with a
more accurate indication of the electrical characteristics of
the object 6 residing on the first primary surface 10.
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In another embodiment of the invention, an electric field
sensor array is used in lieu of the capacitance scanner
described above. In such an embodiment of the invention, an
excitation electric field (such as a radio frequency excita-
tion) emitted from the biometric object is transmitted via the
strands 7 of the CS Array 1 toward the sensor’s dielectric
covering 9 and electrodes 5. By using a CS Array 1
interposed between the finger 6 and the sensor array 2, the
electric field fingerprint sensor is afforded protection from
mechanical abrasion present at the surface 10.

So far, the invention has been described with reference to
capacitance and electric field sensors having multiple sensor
electrodes. However, the invention is not limited to EF/C
Biometric Scanners having multiple sensors. The method
and manner of implementation to protect the sensor of an
EF/C Biometric Scanner with a single capacitance electrode
or a single electric-field electrode is similar to that described
above for EF/C Biometric Scanners having multiple sensors.

The CS Array 1 may be a microchannel array (GCA),
such as those available from Photonis USA of Sturbridge,
Mass. A microchannel array is a glass capillary array that has
been filled with or plated with a conductor. The conductive
metal provides anisotropic electrical contact between ends
of each capillary. Microchannel arrays are currently avail-
able with core-to-core pitches as small as 3 microns.

Those versed in the art will realize that use of a CS Array
1 can be used with an electroluminescent type fingerprint
sensor. The generation of an electroluminescent image is
similar to an electric field sensor, with the image detection
means being an optical sensor that displays an image of the
glowing phosphors within an electroluminescent sensor’s
image generation section. As such the inventive combination
of'a CS Array 1 and sensor described above can be used with
an electroluminescent type fingerprint sensor, and similar
benefits may be expected.

Although the present invention has been described with
respect to one or more particular embodiments, it will be
understood that other embodiments of the present invention
may be made without departing from the spirit and scope of
the present invention. Hence, the present invention is
deemed limited only by the appended claims and the rea-
sonable interpretation thereof.

What is claimed is:
1. A biometric scanner, comprising:
first means for sensing an electrical characteristic, the
electrical characteristic being one of capacitance, elec-
tric field, or electroluminescence, the first means hav-
ing at least one sensor electrode and a dielectric; and
second means for covering and protecting the at least one
sensor electrode and the dielectric from a biometric
object to be scanned and allowing an electrical con-
nection between the biometric object and the first
means to occur, the second means comprising an array
of conductive strands having electrically insulating
cladding material between adjacent ones of the con-
ductive strands,
the dielectric being disposed between the at least one
sensor electrode and the array of conductive strands to
electrically insulate the at least one sensor electrode
from the array of conductive strands.
2. The biometric scanner of claim 1, wherein the array has
a first primary surface and a second primary surface, the first
primary surface being positioned further from the first
means than the second primary surface, and wherein each
conductive strand has a longitudinal dimension along which
electricity can be conducted from one of the first and second
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primary surfaces of the array to the other of the first and
second primary surfaces of the array.

3. The biometric scanner of claim 1, wherein the first
means has a plurality of sensor electrodes, and the conduc-
tive strands are arranged to have a first pitch smaller than a
second pitch of the sensor electrodes.

4. The biometric scanner of claim 3, wherein the first pitch
is not greater than half of the second pitch.

5. A method for biometric scanning comprising:

providing a sensor configured to sense at least one of a

capacitance, an electric field, or an electrolumines-
cence, the sensor having at least one sensor electrode
and a dielectric; and

providing an array of conductive strands positioned to

cover and protect the at least one sensor electrode and
the dielectric from a biometric object to be scanned and
also allow an electrical connection between the bio-
metric object and the sensor to occur, the array having
electrically insulating cladding material between adja-
cent ones of the conductive strands,

the dielectric being disposed between the at least one

sensor electrode and the array of conductive strands to
electrically insulate the at least one sensor electrode
from the array of conductive strands.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the array has a first
primary surface and a second primary surface, the first
primary surface being positioned further from the sensor
than the second primary surface, and wherein each conduc-
tive strand has a longitudinal dimension along which elec-
tricity can be conducted from one of the first and second
primary surfaces of the array to the other of the first and
second primary surfaces of the array.

7. The method of claim 5, wherein the sensor has a
plurality of sensor electrodes, and the conductive strands are
arranged to have a first pitch smaller than a second pitch of
the sensor electrodes.
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8. The method of claim 7, wherein the first pitch is not
greater than half of the second pitch.

9. A method for biometric scanning comprising:

scanning a biometric object; and

sensing, based on the scanning, at least one of a capaci-

tance, an electric field, or an electroluminescence

using:

a sensor having at least one sensor electrode and a
dielectric, and

an array of conductive strands positioned to cover and
protect the at least one sensor electrode and the
dielectric from the biometric object and also allow an
electrical connection between the biometric object
and the sensor to occur, the array having electrically
insulating cladding material between adjacent ones
of the conductive strands, the dielectric being dis-
posed between the at least one sensor electrode and
the array of conductive strands to electrically insu-
late the at least one sensor electrode from the array
of conductive strands.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the array has a first
primary surface and a second primary surface, the first
primary surface being positioned further from the sensor
than the second primary surface, and wherein each conduc-
tive strand has a longitudinal dimension along which elec-
tricity can be conducted from one of the first and second
primary surfaces of the array to the other of the first and
second primary surfaces of the array.

11. The method of claim 9, wherein the sensor has a
plurality of sensor electrodes, and the conductive strands are
arranged to have a first pitch smaller than a second pitch of
the sensor electrodes.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the first pitch is not
greater than half of the second pitch.
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